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13 July 2004
Dear Provider,
For the past year we have concentrated our efforts on expanding the size and scope of our pharmacy, increasing our formulary by adding over sixty (60) items and providing one-on-one patient / pharmacist counseling in order to provide the best pharmaceutical care to your patients.  While we will continue to provide premier pharmaceutical care, Air Force Pharmacy leadership has instructed military treatment facility pharmacies to make prudent medication and formulary management decisions throughout the next fiscal year.  As such there are some ensuing changes to the 4 MDG pharmacy medication formulary. 
Effective 1 August 2004, the pharmacy is unable to honor new prescriptions and will delete the following medications from its formulary; Allegra®, Zyrtec®, Celebrex® and Vioxx®.  For patients currently on one or more of the deleted medications with active refills, the pharmacy will dispense a one-time 30-day supply refill upon request until 1 November 2004.  
For the deleted medications, the pharmacy carries therapeutically equivalent substitutions that you may choose to prescribe for your patients.  For Allegra® and Zyrtec®, the pharmacy carries Loratadine (Claritin®) 10mg tablets as a substitute and for Celebrex® or Vioxx®, the pharmacy carries Mobic® 7.5 or 15mg tablets.  
If your choose to use a formulary substitute, you’ll need to write a new prescription for your patient before we can dispense the substitute medication.  In the event that you choose to continue treatment with one of the deleted medications, your patient may use his/her TRICARE benefit to fill the prescription at either the TRICARE Mail Order Pharmacy (TMOP) or a TRICARE Retail Pharmacy.  Co-payments for TMOP are $3.00 for generic and $9.00 for brand name drugs for up to a 90 day supply of medication.  Co-payments at the TRICARE Retail Pharmacies are $3.00 for generics and $9.00 for brand name drugs for every 30-day supply.  If your patient has other health insurance beyond TRICARE, the other health insurance co-payments / deductible will be charged first.  

For your convenience, attached is an updated formulary which provides a listing of all agents currently available at the 4 MDG Pharmacy.  Future updated formularies may be obtained from both the Main Clinic Pharmacy and Refill Pharmacy as well as online at http://www.seymourjohnson.af.mil.  The pharmacy has TMOP brochures/information at the pharmacy information desk.  
We apologize for any inconvenience that this may cause and continue to work diligently to increase our capacity to serve you.  If you have questions or needed additional advice, please contact the pharmacy at (919) 722-1998.  Thank you for your continued support of 4 MDG Pharmacy Services.
GERALD F. HESKO, Major, USAF, BSC
Diagnostics and Therapeutics Flight Commander
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