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COLONEL DONNA M. LAKE

Colonel Donna M. Lake, is the Commander, 4th Medical Group, Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, North Carolina.  She assumed command on 10 August 2004.
Col Donna M. Lake was born on August 16, 1956 in Brooklyn, NY and graduated from Copiague High School, New York.  She graduated from Long Island College Hospital School of Nursing, Brooklyn, NY in 1976.  Following nursing school, she held varies positions in New York City hospitals to include open-heart surgery, critical care and emergency/trauma nursing.  She received a Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing from the State University of New York at Stony Brook, New York in 1981.  She obtained a Master of Science in Education from the University of Oklahoma in 1988, and was nationally certified in Medical/Surgical Nursing in 1990.  Currently a PHD student at Touro International University.

Col Lake entered the United States Air Force in 1982 and was assigned to Keesler Air Force Base, Biloxi, Mississippi, as the Director of the Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory and Cardiac Rehabilitation Program.  She moved to Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas, in 1988 as the course supervisor and instructor of the Medical Technician Course.  She was then assigned to Randolph Air Force Base, Texas as Charge Nurse of the OB/GYN, pediatric clinics and Health Promotion Coordinator.  In 1989, she became the United States Air Force Assistant Chief of Health Promotion, Surgeon General's Office, Brooks Air Force Base, Texas.  During DESERT STORM, she volunteered to be relocated to Wilford Hall Medical Center in the post anesthesia care unit. In 1991, Lt Col Lake was assigned to Williams Air Force Base, Arizona, as Director of Ambulatory Services.  Upon base closure in 1992, she was assigned to the 10 ASF 

(75-bed), Malcolm Grow Medical Center, Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland, where she served as the Assistant Chief Nurse.  In March 1995, she was selected as Quality Advisor for the 89th Medical Operations Squadron (900 personnel), Malcolm Grow Medical Center.  After serving 10 months, Lt Col Lake was selected as Squadron Commander, and Chief Nurse of the 89th Aeromedical Staging Squadron. During this time, she led 80 personnel in the patient movement of 1,200 patients per month. In addition, was successful in leading critical AE missions involving causalities from Somalia, Haiti, Bosnia, and Khobar Towers’ terrorist attack. 

On July 22, 1997, Col Lake was reassigned as Chief Nurse Executive, Deputy Medical Operations Squadron Commander for the 86th Medical Group, Ramstein Air Base Germany, from Jul 97 to Jul 2000.  As the Chief Nurse, Lt Col Lake contributed to the creation of USAFE’s Primary Care Optimization (PCO) Demonstration Project—thus the birth of the Air Force’s Population Health Implementation Plan.  In addition was deployed April 99, as the Chief of Staff, Medical Cell for Operation SHINING HOPE Joint Task Force (JTF).  This Task Force was responsible for refugee camp development in Tirana, Albania for 40,000 displaced persons resulting from the Kosovo war.  As part of the JTF, was responsible for the deployment of the first AF Expeditionary Medical Exportable System (EMEDS).  Received notification, Jun 99, of redeployment as the Mobile Aeromedical Staging Squadron Commander/Chief Nurse, Skopje, Macedonia supporting Operation ALLIED FORCE.  During this deployment, was also the Air Expeditionary Wing Group Commander for 121 Air Force personnel in the area of operations supporting 7,000 ground troops in Kosovo.  In March 2000, was appointed Chief Nurse, Humanitarian Deployment to Cameroon, Africa.

In Jun 2000, she was selected for the 2-year AF Nurse Fellowship at Bolling AFB, Washington, DC.  Lt Col Lake was instrumental is writing nursing, primary care optimization, and medical readiness policies for the AF Surgeon General and Director of AF Nursing.  In Feb 2001, Lt Col Lake was selected for Colonel.  Currently at Nellis AFB, 99th Medical Operations Squadron, Mike O’Callaghan Federal Hospital for 95-bed and 500 personnel in a joint AF/VA facility

EDUCATION

1976
Diploma in Nursing, Long Island College Hospital School of Nursing, Brooklyn, New York

1981
Bachelor of Science Degree in Nursing, State University of New York, Stony Brook, New York

1988
Master of Science in Education, University of Oklahoma

ASSIGNMENTS

  1.  1982-1985, Director of the Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory and Cardiac Rehabilitation Program,    

       Keesler Air Force Base, Mississippi

  2.  1985-1988 Course Supervisor and Instructor, Medical Technician Course, Sheppard Air Force Base, 

       Texas

  3.  1988-1991, USAF Assistant Chief of Health Promotion, Surgeon General’s Office, Brooks Air Force

       Base, Texas

  4.  1991-1992, Director of Ambulatory Services, Williams Air Force Base, Arizona

5.  1992-1994, Assistant Chief Nurse, 10 ASF (75-bed), Malcolm Grow Medical Center, Andrews Air

     Force Base, Maryland

  6.  1994-1995, Quality Advisor, 89th Medical Operations Squadron, Malcom Grow Medical Center, 

       Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland

  7.  1995-1997, Squadron Commander and Chief Nurse, 89th Aeromedical Staging Squadron, Malcom 

      Grow Medical Center, Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland

  8.  1997-2000, Chief Nurse Executive, 86th Medical Group, and Deputy Commander, 86th Medical 

       Operations Squadron, Ramstein Air Base, Germany

  9.  2000-2002, AF Nurse Fellowship, Bolling Air Force Base, Washington, DC

10.  2002-2004, Commander, 99th Medical Operations Squadron, Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada

11.  10 August 2004, Commander, 4th Medical Group, Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, North Carolina

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

Bronze Star 

Joint Service Achievement Medal

Meritorious Service Medal with five Oak Leaf Clusters

Air Force Commendation Medal

Air Force Achievement Medal

National Defense Medal

Flight Nurse Wings

Chief Nurse Badge

Master Instructor Badge from Air Education and Training Command

Air Force Outstanding Field Grade Nurse of the Year, 1996

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION

First Lieutenant

1982

Captain


1985

Major


1991

Lieutenant Colonel
1997

Colonel


2003
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