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916th AIR REFUELING WING
916TH Air Refueling Wing
· The 916th Air Refueling Wing is North Carolina’s first Air Force Reserve unit.  Nearly 1,100 reservists are assigned to the wing at Seymour Johnson Air Force Base.

· As the tenant wing, the 916th Air Refueling Wing is capable of providing worldwide air-to-air refueling, as well as supporting the movement of troops, supplies, equipment and medical patients.  The host wing, the 4th Fighter Wing, provides strategic combat support flying the F-15E Strike Eagle
· In addition to its cargo and air-to-air refueling missions, the 916th ARW also supports hurricane evacuation missions throughout the year.
· The 916th ARW is home to 16 KC-135R air-to-air refueling aircraft nicknamed “Stratotanker.” The unit is the first KC-135R Active Associate in Air Force history, gaining an active duty squadron in early 2008, as part of the 2005 BRAC recommendations.
· The KC-135 is more than 50 years old and capable of a maximum take-off weight of 322,500 pounds.
War/Contingency Support

· 916th tankers and people have supported war-related missions such as:
· Operation Iraqi Freedom (Iraq 2003 – present)

· Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan 2001 – present)

· Operation Noble Eagle (Homeland Defense 2001 – present)

· Operation Allied Force in 1999 (Kosovo)

· Operation Icelandic Alert in 1996 (Iceland)

· Operation Joint Endeavor in 1996 (Bosnia)

· Operation Restore Hope in 1992 (Somalia)

· Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm in 1990-1991 (Iraq/Kuwait)

· Operation Just Cause in 1989 (Panama)

· Since September 2001, more than 600 members of the 916th Air Refueling Wing have been mobilized to support the war on terrorism.
· The 916th Air Refueling Wing supported the President during the Asian Pacific Economic Conference in Chile in 2004 and trained Eyptian fighter pilots on air-to-air refueling during an exercise in Cairo in 2005 and 2007.
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KC-135 Stratotanker
· KC-135s first arrived at Seymour Johnson in October 1995.
· KC-135s are capable of carrying 83,000 pounds of cargo and transferring a fuel load of 200,000 pounds!
· The average passenger car could operate for more than a year on the maximum fuel transferred thorugh te air refueling boom in one minute (1,015 gallons)
· A gas station pump operating steadily for 24 hours couldn’t pump as much as the refueling boom does in eight minutes.
· The average fuel carried on a single flight of the KC-135 would be enough to last the average driver for 46 years (30,000 gallons)

· The electrical power generated by one KC-135 can supply all power needs for 35 average U.S. homes.
· The cargo area is almost 11 feet wide, 86 feet long and 7 feet high. It would take more than 220 average car trunks to equal the cubic space. It could easily hold a bowling alley with space left over for a gallery of rooters.

Air Force Reserve Command (AFRC)

· Known as “Citizen Airmen,” Air Force reservists play an integral role in our national defense and are vital to the effectiveness of our military in combat.
· Reserve components are 46% of the U.S. military force structure; they are essential to fighting the nation's wars and play a vital role in the Global War on Terrorism. 
· The Reserve provides 45% of the Air Force’s strategic airlift capability.
· “Citizen Airmen” balance the demands of their military service with those of their families and civilian employers.  To make the Air Force mission a success, reservists go “above and beyond” the commitments of civilian life.
· AFRC provides 20% of the Air Force’s combat capability for 4% of the total AF budget.
· “Traditional” unit reservists train part time as a unit – at least one weekend each month along with two weeks of annual training each year and deploy when required. 
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